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even a hundred. The story of how Hercules mastered him and brought him up to earth is told by Homer, Hesiod, and Virgil.

Cercaria, a stage in the life-history of the liver-fluke (Distomum). The cercaria is really the young fluke. It is furnished with a tail, by means of which it wriggles out of the body of its host, the water-snail, swims through the water, and becomes encysted on a blade of grass, losing the tail iu the process. If eaten by a sheep, it becomes an adult liver-fluke. See LIVER-FLUKE.

Cercyon, son of Poseidon, and King of Eleusis; a cruel tyrant, who murdered all strangers by wrestling with them, until Theseus defeated him and slew him.

Cerdic (d. 534?), King of the West Saxons, the ancestor of all Eng. kings except Canute, Hardicanute, the two Harolds, and Wil liam the Conqueror. He founded one of the greater Teutonic kingdoms in Britain, is said to have been ninth in descent from Woden, and to have landed probably in Hampshire (495). He conquered the Isle of Wight in 530. See Chronicle, Anglo-Saxon.

Cereals include all grasses producing mealy seeds used for food. The term denotes the entire plant and also the grain by itself. The word cereals is derived from cerealia, meaning the offerings, consisting largely of wheat and barley, which were made to the Roman goddess Ceres. The principal cereal crops of the world, including corn, wheat, oats, barley, rye, and rice, have always and everywhere been cultivated to a much larger extent than other classes of crops, and have also been the most important source of food for man and the domestic animals. Their culture antedates the history of civilization. Corn is a native of America. The aborigines of North and South America cultivated it before the discovery by Columbus, and it is only since then that the plant has been introduced into other parts of the world. The culture of wheat is very old, dating back in China to 2700 B.C. The plant is related to rye, barley, the cultivated rye grasses, and couch grass. Oats have not been cultivated as long as wheat, and they were not known to the ancients. Barley was grown in ancient Egypt as a food for man and beast. In Europe it constituted the chief bread plant until the 16th century. Rye has not been grown as long as wheat and barley. It was unknown to the Egyptians and the Greeks. This crop furnishes the bread to a large portion of the peasant class of Europe. Rice is the principal food crop of Asia. It was grown ID China

3,000 years before the Christian era and was introduced into Europe in the isth century. The plant is a near relative of wild rice. The millets and the sorghums arc also classed with the cereals. See F. L. Sargent's Corn Plants, their Uses and Ways of Life,

Cerebellum.   Sec Brain.

Cerebral Haemorrhage is caused by rupture of a blood vessel in the substance of the brain. See BRAIN; PARALYSIS.

Cerebration.   See  Psychology.

Cerebritis, inflammation of the brain, commonly coincident with meningitis.

Cerebro-spinal Fluid, lymph lying between the coverings of the brain and the spinal cord. The cerebro-spinal fluid has free passage all over the brain and spinal cord, between the membranes, and probably acts as a buffer, or water-bccl, to guard the brain and cord from the effects of concussion. It consists mostly of water, is slightly saline, varies in quantity, is most abundant in old people, and is rapidly restored if drained off. It is over-abundant in the morbid condition known as spina bifida, where it forms a tumor.

Cerebro-spinal Meningitis. See Meniiu gitis.

Cerebrum.   See Brain.

Ceres.   See Demeter.

Ceres, the first-known asteroid, was named after the tutelary goddess of Sicily by Giuseppe Piazzi, who discovered it on Jan. i, 1801. The largest but not the brightest member of the group, its diameter measures 477 m. (Barnard), while its orbit has a mean radius of 257 million m., and is traversed in a period of 4.6 years.

Cereus is the genus of Cacti, including some of the largest members of the order; several of the species grow, indeed, to a great height. The best for cultivating are the pink-flowered C. fimbriatus, about 20 ft. in height; and the scarlet C. spedosus, which grows to about six ft. high. This is the so-called torch thistle. Of the night-blooming varieties, the most notable are the climbing C. grandiflorus which produces its lovely white, brown, and yellow flowers through the summer months. These, which reach about eight inches in diameter, begin to open at about 8 o'clock in the evening, and begin to close about 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning. During the time that they are expanded the flowers give out a pleasant fragrance of great penetration. The giant cereus (C. giganteus) is a familiar object on the arid plains of the Southwest. It grows to a height of 60 ft., and